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This is to certify that ~ 

has enrolled to be a student and teacher at the Free University. Entry requirements 
and educational aims are: 

1. Respect and service to ourselves, others and nature. 

2. Learning with hand, heart, and head. 

3. Taking responsibility for the education of ourselves and one-another. 

4. Listening deeply to others with sympathy and tolerance. 

5. Gender, ethnic and social justice. 

6. Standing up, speaking out and being true. 

Seminars will be offered to empower students to become more alive to the aliveness of 
life. The Board of Studies comprises all students. Any student may recruit another. 

The curriculum includes: 

Political Empowerment - reclaiming our human rights and building community 

Social History - why the poor are poor and the rich have the land 

Spirituality - how to grow strong from the soul 

Living Skills - crafts, childcare. cooking, literacy and ways of being useful 

Creativity - self-expression through music, art, poetry, drama, dance, writing, etc. 
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FOREWORD 

The Ayr Road Route is yesterday's answer to tomorrow's problem. It would violate 
the peaceful Pollok Estate (home of the Burrell Collection), cut off already 
disadvantaged communities from their natural green space and recreation areas, and 
funnel up to 53,000 vehicles a day towards the Kingston Bridge bottleneck - many of 
them being on through journeys, with no reason to be in central Glasgow. The road 
engineers say that it will bring big benefits in time savings for drivers, yet it is not the 
policy of Strathclyde Region or the Government to encourage car commuting! 
Alternatives to the Ayr Road Route have never been properly evaluated, and the 1988 
Public Inquiry failed to examine the wider phenomenon of new traffic generated by 
new roads, which has become increasingly evident in recent years. The Region did 
not undertake a full environmental assessment of the impact of the road as now 
required by European Union legislation. 

Of course, the world of transport has changed enormously since 1988 -from the 
growing recognition of the damage to public health and the environment caused by 
road traffic, through increasing community opposition to building trunk roads, to the 
Labour Party's national commitment to a moratorium on new road schemes. 
This report is not a definitive blueprint for transport between Ayrshire and Central 
Scotland, rather it is a clear pointer towards the new directions which Strathclyde 
Region and the Scottish Office must take if the transport challenges of the 21st 
century are to be effectively tackled in the west of Scotland. 
It is not too late to stop the construction of the Ayr Road Route and take action on 
sane and sustainable alternatives. Both present and future generations will owe a 
large debt to those who have the courage and the vision to change direction at the 
eleventh hour. 

Jan Bogle, 

Chair, Glasgow for People. 

THE AYR ROAD ROUTE 

The Ayr Road Route would be a dual two-lane carriageway with hard shoulders, 
extending for 7 miles from the south end of the M77 at Dumbreck Interchange to a 
junction with the A77 at Malletsheugh, south of Newton Mearns. Within the City of 
Glasgow District the road would be constructed by Strathclyde Regional Council as a 
"special road' (4 miles), and to the same standard within Eastwood District by the 
Scottish Office, as a trunk road (3 miles). 

The 77 foot wide road corridor would be bounded by a 6 foot 6 inch high wire fence, 
and lighting columns 39 foot high. The road - which would cost £5 1 million to 
construct - would be capable of extension to dual three-lane carriageway. 



INSTEAD OF THE AYR 
ROAD ROUTE 

an Alternative Transport Strategy 
for the Glasgow-Kilmarnock-Ayr corridor 
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Stop The Ayr Road Route 



History 



1939 - Sir John Stirling Maxwell of Pollok 
was founder member ot the National Trust 
For Scotland and Pollok Estate was the first 
property which the Trust took on under a 
conservation agreement. ".„ the said lands 
should remain forever as open spaces or 
wood I and f or th e en hancement of the beauty 

for the benefit of the citizens ot Glasgow." 
1965- Ayr road route firs! proposed in Glas- 
gow Corporation's highway plan, 
1972 ■ The Burrell Collection Trustees ex- 
press, "..great concern about the Ayr motor- 
way proposal". 

1 974 - National Trust for Scotland decide to 
"waive the conditions in the agreement.... to 
enable the corporation to build a motorway". 
1978- Ayr road Included in S.R.C. Transport 
policy and programmes document. 
1978 - Protests by Corkerhill Community 
Council, other community groups and con- 
cerned individuals. 



1 986 - S.R.C, seeks planning permission for 
the M77 within Glasgow. 

1987 - G.D.C. refuses planning permission. 

1988 - Public enquiry lasts nearly 3 months 
due to the number of objections. Submis- 
sions against the proposal were made by 
G.D.C. and local councillors as well as ob- 
jectors from the communities ot Damley. 
Arden, Corkerhill, Mosspark, Prlesthill and 
organisations such as G.F.P..H.D.S.. 
S.A.P.T., Green Party and others. 



1992 - Despite continued protests construc- 
tion commences. Colin Mcleod draws wide- 
spread attention to the destruction of Pollok 
Estate by spending 10 days up a tree which 

1993 - Advanced works stop due to dispute 
between Scottish Office and S.R.C. overcut 
in transport budget, Protests continued. 

1994 - March - Scottish Office restores cut 
and allocates £28.7Million to S.R.C.to finish 

1994 - April - Earth First! occupy S.R.C. 
Roads dept. to highlight opposition 
1994- April27th,S.R.C.approve final £51Mil- 
llon contract to build what is the largest 
Design and Build contract In the U.K. Uproar 
from road protesters breaks out at council 
meeting, 

1994 - April - STARR, alliance launched. 
1994 - June ■ Pollok Free State camp set up 
in the Pollok Estate woodland (see map). 



S.T.A.R.R. is an alliance of community 
and environmental organisations 
and has no political affiliations. 

1 . To have the M77-Ayr Road Route 
through Glasgow cancelled and have the 
scheme deleted from the Structure Plan. 

2. Redirect the money saved into an 
alternative more sensible and environ- 
mentally friendly transport scheme. 

3. Re-Instate the land within Pollok 
Estate to its previous condition as 
open space and woodland, as enshrined 
in the historic Conservation Agreement of 
1939, and in keeping with the rural nature 
which its owner. Sir John Stirling 
Maiwell. wished to press n/e for the benefit 
of the citizens of Glasgow for ever. 

4. Restore all open spaces and buildings 
blighted by the M77-Ayr Road 

Route, and give priority to provision for 
pedestrian and cyclist safety, 
public transport and park-and-ride. 




Supporting organisations 

Earth First I 

Glasgow for People. 

Glasgow Cycling Campaign. 

Scottish Wildlife Trust. 

Faslane Peace Camp. 

Friends of the Earth (Scotland). 

S.E.R.A. 

Railway Development Society. 

Architects and Engineers tor Social 

Responsibility. 
Friends of the Peoples Palace, 
Glasgow Buildings Guardians Committee. 
Transport 2000 



Destruction Without Gain 

At a cost of £79 million the M77 will: 

^i Blast through the western woodlands of 
Pollok Estate. 

3 Funnel cross -Scotland traffic, including 
heavy lorries, through a peaceful green 
area and through the city centre, bringing 
noise, danger and pollution to many com- 

Mosspark. 
3 Destroy recreation grounds in Pollok, 

Nitshill and Damley. 
3 Feed up to53,000 vehicles a day onto the 

M8 and the overloaded Kingston Bridge. 

Exhaust fumes cause increased health 

problems such as asthma and add to 

global warming and acid rain. 



Forthcoming Events. 

July 30th: Reclaim the land gig at Pollok 

Free state 
Aug 2nd: Lammas feast of veg7 vegan 

food at Pollok Free Slate. 
Aug 6th: Alternative Pollok family day at 

Pollok Free State. 
Aug 13th: Pledge signing in Buchanan St. 
Rock Against the Road at Nice'n'Sleazy in 

Sauohiehall St. 
Aug 1 7th: Pledge signing in Buchanan St. 
Aug, 20th Pollok Free State 

Independence day. 
Aug 23rd: Public meeting in City Halls, 

Candle riggs at 7.30pm. 



What you can do to help i 



* Distribute NO M77 leaflets in your 
street, shop, workplace, etc, 

* Contact your local councillors and h 
to ask them what they are doing to stop 

* Go along to the Pollok Free Stale camp 
off Barrhead Rd. Regular meetings 
every Wednesday at 7:30pm. 

* Send a donation today, We survive 



Tel: 041 636 1924 \ 041 887 8990 



Pollok Free State 

Pollok Free State, is an area of land declared 
Independent from the rest of the United Kingdom 
and Strathclyde Regional Council . It is situated 
within the larger Pollok Estate - Glasgow's largest 
area of greenbelt land - an 1018 acre area of 
woodlands, fields and riverside returned to the 
citizens of Glasgow in 1939. Established in May 
1994 by local residents and the environmental 
group Earth First! it is the frontline for urban land 
rights campaigning in Scotland. Since its founda- 
tion It has been constantly developing and has 
been host to many visitors, hundreds from across 
Scotland and many from overseas. 



Its establishment comes in response to continued 
undemocratic behaviour by local and central gov- 
ernment. The construction of the M77 motorway 
will devatstate the environment and people sur- 
rounding Pollok Estate and the Criminal Justice 
and Public Order Act, due to become law in 
October, will criminalise the right to protest and 
access to land by creating for the first time an 
offence of aggravated trespass in Scotland. De- 
clared Independent on Saturday 20th of August, 
Pollok Free State is a legally independent nation 
under international law. The International Cov- 
enant on Civil and Political Rights states " AN 
people have the right of self-determination. By 
virtue of that right they freely determine their 
political status and freely pursue their economic, 
social and cultural deveiopmenf.Self Determina- 
tion is "the power of a population to decide its own 
government and political relations". 



Aland rights struggle 

The history of land ownership is Scotland is a 
story as bad as that of any indigenous nation. 
Many indigenous Scots' were cleared from their 
ancestral homelands by feudal greed. The earth 
which their descendents should have inherited 
was has been stolen and its destruction justified 
in the name of agricultural "improvement". This 
process of enclosure, the privatisation of a peo- 
ple's ultimate resource - land - has ripped people 
awayfrom the earth. In Scotland, 500,000 people 
were cruelly evicted and deprived of what was 
rightfully theirs in a period known as "the clear- 
ances". Many were deported to "the colonies" to 
inflict the same pains on other people of the earth. 
Those that remained had no choice but to flock to 
the cities and become part of the "working class". 

The age of industry is now dead and the demand 
for people's labour a fraction of what it was. 
Thousands now live poor lives on the pittance 
given to them from the profits they have raised. 
Today the process of enclosure continues as this 
land is threatened with destruction in the name of 
"infrastructure improvement'". Pollok Estate was 
returned to the people, an exception to the rule in 
a country where 80% of land is still owned by 
4,000 people, but is now threatened by privatisa- 
tion for a car owning elite. At the same time, in 
reaction to growing resistance across Britain, the 
government seeks to enclose people even further. 
Not content with "owning" the land, private inter- 
ests seek to stymie legitimate protests and ban 
access to ancestral lands. It is proposed that 
those who wish to touch the earth will be 
criminalised for wishing to see what is morally, but 
no longer legally, theirs. 



Pollok Free State, apart from the broader aims of 
community empowerment, and environmental 
preservation, seeks to resist two acts of govern- 
mental oppression and stupidity. The Ayr Road 
Route and Criminal Justice Bill. 

The Ayr Road Route 

The £79 Million M77 motorway, also known as the 
Ayr Road Route, will devastate the environment in 
and around Pollok Estate. This road, delayed for 
over 20 years due to funding difficulties and 
overwhelming local opposition, is currently being 
promoted by Strathclyde Regional Council and 
the Scottish Office. It will devastate the ancient 
Beechwoods of Pollok Estate and carve up the 
best wildlife corridor in Glasgow. A contract is due 
to be awarded at the end of September and 
construction work will begin in December. A cam- 
paign by a coalition of major conservation groups, 
Stop The Ayr Road Route, is seeking to have the 
M77 cancelled and the funding diverted to public 
transport. 

The Criminal Justice Bill 

The Criminal Justice and Public Order Act is 
currently on its way to becoming law in Britain. 
This piece of legislation, described, like the Poll 
Tax, as the Tory governments "flagship" has 
recieved widespread denunciation by civil liber- 
ties organisations such as Liberty and the Scot- 
tish Council for Civil Liberties. The law, due to gain 
royal assent in October has major constitutional 
implications, it will infringe many international and 
European agreements on human rights. Amongst 
its provisions it will eliminate the right to silence, 
make trespass a criminal offence for the first time 
in Scotland, restrict freedom of speech and move- 
ment. 



CHANGING TRANSPORT NEEDS IN A 
CHANGING WORLD 

Since the 1 988 Public Inquiry into the Ayr Road Route, and the Secretary of State for 
Scotland's subsequent approval of the scheme, the world of transport has changed 
enormously. New political attitudes, fresh scientific evidence and changing public 
opinion have created a climate in which the benefits of major roadbuilding are no 
longer unquestioning! y accepted. Amongst the most significant recent changes have 
been: 

• The Government's publication in 1990 of 'This Common Inheritance - Britain's 
Environmental Strategy', which stated that "it does not make economic or 
environmental sense to increase capacity on roads leading into already congested 
areas". 

• Following the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio. the 1994 publication of the 
Government's 'UK Strategy for Sustainable Development', which talked of the 
need to "take measures which reduce the environmental impact of transport and 
influence the rate of traffic growth". 

• The growing realisation that new roads generate new traffic and in the long run 
create more traffic problems than they solve. 

• Further evidence that road traffic is seriously harmful to human health. There 
has been an increase of epidemic proportions in asthma among children - 1 in 10 
are thought to be suffering from the illness, double the rate 10 years ago. 

• The countrywide pattern of community opposition to roadbuilding, which has 
caused major disruption and construction cost escalation at Twyford Down and 
in East London, and turned away the roadbuilders at Oxleas Wood in South 
London. A similar alliance of environmentalists and local residents now has a 
growing presence on the line of the Ayr Road Route in Pollok. 

■ The success of rail improvement schemes, such as the station reopenings and 
new trains which have boosted rail traffic in many parts of Slrathclyde. 

• The evidence that new roads reduce patronage on parallel rail services 
financially supported by Strathclyde Regional Council. 

■ The Region's approval for Glasgow Crossrail. a project which could enable rail 
to compete more easily for cross-city travel flows from Ayrshire to Central 
Scotland currently dominated by road transport. 

• The Region's new interest in 'traffic calming' of main roads, which will cut 
accidents and the environmental impact of traffic on existing roads. 

• The Region's acceptance of stricter European Union standards of 
environmental assessment for new roads - standards which could have been 
applied to the examination of the Ayr Road Route proposal in 1988, but were not. 






LABOUR'S NEW APPROACH TO 
TRANSPORT 

One of the most significant developments in UK transport policy since the 1988 
Public Inquiry into the Ayr Road Route has been the publication, in May 1994. of 'In 
Trust for Tomorrow', the report of the Labour Party Policy Commission on the 
Environment, which commits the party nationally to a full review of the roads 
programme in the light of economic and environmental criteria. The report states that 
while the review is under way, Labour will operate a moratorium on new road 
schemes. The Party's review will be based on the following principles: 
"A full assessment of the need for new road works. Are there non-road 
alternatives such as changes in planning policies, investment in public transport 
or traffic calming measures ?" 

"A full environmental impact assessment, carried out in consultation with the 
local community... The impact of all proposals on landscape, wildlife and habitats 
will be fully appraised." 

"A full economic assessment. Would the new road genuinely assist economic 
development or damage it by sucking economic activity out ? Could economic 
objectives be achieved in other ways ?" 
On all three counts, the 1 980s go-ahead for the Ayr Road Route fails to meet the 
Labour Party's new national criteria. 
"By radically reducing the money spent on new roads, Britain could instead 
invest the funds saved in the development of a sane and sustainable 
transport policy at no extra cost to the taxpayer." 

'In Trust far Tomorrow', Report of the Labour Party Policy 

Commission on the Environment, May 1994, 
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"The Conservatives' response to congestion has always been to build more 
roads. This leads to more environmental damage." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow ', Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 



"Building new roads offers at best a temporary relief from traffic 
congestion. It is now accepted by almost everyone apart from the 
Department of Transport that new roads generate new traffic." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow'. Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 

"It is often asserted that new roads are essential for regional economic 
development...the notion that new roads are always good for a region's 
economy, regardless of circumstances, needs to he rejected." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow ', Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 



"Labour is committed to a full review of the roads programme in the light of 
economic and environmental criteria. While the review is under way, 
Labour will operate a moratorium on new road schemes." 

In Trust for Tomorrow'. Report of the Labour Potty Policy 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 



3. Higher priority for road maintenance 

Road maintenance has become the pour relation of road building in the last decade. 
Yel, as well as making existing roads safer and more reliable, road maintenance 
creates sustainable long-term employment which is rooted in local communities. 
Both the Regional Council and the Scottish Office now need to recognise that road 
maintenance should be given higher priority, with funds transferred as necessary 
from major road-building programmes. Although current rules make it difficult to 
divert funds from capital to revenue expenditure, any such moves would attract 
popular support. 

"Within the remaining roads budget, greater priority should be given to 
maintenance and improving safety standards and designs." 

'In Tins! far tomorrow'. Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment. May 1994. 

4. Calming the streets 

At the time of the 1 988 Public Inquiry. British experience of traffic calming was 
rudimentary, and restricted to local roads only. Since then the Region has invested in 
a variety of traffic calming schemes - such as Pee! Glen Road in Drumchapel, which 
has been a major success in cutting accidents - and has developed plans for traffic 
calming along the A82 Great Western Road and the A7 1 in rural Ayrshire. 
Decades of experience in Germany and in the Netherlands have shown that area-wide 
traffic management and traffic calming programmes drastically reduce accidents and 
discourage motorists from making casual ear trips. Road space is instead kept clear 
for essential user vehicles, including buses. 

A comprehensive programme of traffic management, traffic calming and bus priority 
should be introduced on roads in Eastwood and south west Glasgow, including the 
A77, A726, Mearns Road, Barrhead Road, Peat Road, Braidcraft Road, Corkerhill 
Road, Thornliebank Road and Pollokshaws Road. 

"The best way forward for the road network lies in making better use of 

existing conditions by managing traffic more effectively." 

Robert Key, Minister for Roads and Traffic. 1 993. 



"...traffic calming measures, stronger enforcement of speed limits and so on, 
would not only encourage a reduction in the number of journeys of under 
one mile made by car... it would also greatly enhance the quality of life of the 
millions of people who walk every day." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow ', Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment, Mu\ 1994. 



"In the short term, the greatest potential (for improving public transport) 
lies in bus priority measures, such as more bus lanes, enforcement of 
existing bus lanes through more towing away of offending vehicles, traffic 
lights which give priority to buses and so on." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow'. Report of the Labour Party Policy 
n on the Environment, May 1994. 
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Declaration Of Independence from the People of 
Pollok Free State 



When in the course of human events, it becomes necessary 
for one people to dissolve the political bonds which have 
connected them with another, a decent respecl lo the opin- 
ions of humankind requires that they should declare the 
cause which impel them to the separation. We hold these 
troths to be self evident, that all species are created equal, 
that they are endowedby their creatorwithcertainunalienable 
rights, that among these are life, liberty .and the chance to 
fulfil their evolutionary potential. That to secure these rights, 
the natural laws of Ecology bring equilibrium and fairness lo 
all, these laws alone are pre-eminent. 

In human terms, governments are instituted amongst people 
deriving their power from the consent of the governed, to 
ensure liberty, equality and survival, whenever any form of 
government becomes destructive of these ends, thereby 
threatening the existence of all that lives, it is the right of the 
people to alter or abolish ii, laying its foundation instead on 
such principles and organising its powers in such form that 
shall seem most likely to effect liberty and survival. Prudence 
indeed dictates that the governed should not institute great 
changes for light and transient causes; and indeed all 
experience has shown that people are more disposed to 
suffer than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to 
which they are accustomed. But at this moment in time, we 
believe the ecological holocaust facing our lands and wider 
environment to be so great, that it is our right, our duty, to 
throw off such forms of government that allow such evils to 
continue, and provide tor our future security. We take this 
step with great reluctance and it is our intention to maintain 
peaceful relations with Her Majesty's government of the 
United Kingdom and Strathciyde Regional Council. Never- 
theless it is our view that the undemocratic activities of these 
two institutions, through the proposed Criminal Justice and 
Public Order Act and M77 motor way extension are so 
unpopular, destructive and oppressive and their behaviour 
so unreasonable in the faced our appeals for mercy that we 
face no choice but separate and determine our own future. 

Our causes are these: The history of our people, from 
many parts of the earth, but mostly of local origin has led us 
to the present situation. Our ancestors were cleared from 
their ancestral homelands by feudal greed. The earth which 
they inherited was stolen from them and its destruction 
justified in the name of agricultural "improvement". This 
process of enclosure, the privatisation of a people's ultimate 
resource - land - has ripped people away from the earth. The 
stable system that kept all alive without endangering the 
future, has been turnedon its head in the interests of a selfish 
few. In this land, Scotland, 500,000 people were cruelly 
evicted anddeprivedol what was rightfully theirs. Many were 
deported to "the colonies" to drive the process of enclosure 
even further and intlict the same pains on other people of the 
earth. Those that remained had no choice but to flock to the 
cities and become pal of the "working class". The age of 
industry is now dead and our labour no longer needed. We 
live poor lives on the pittance given to us from the profits we 



have raised. Dependant upon handouts from those that 
deprived us from our inheritance, many of us have lost the 
self respect needed by free people. Today the process of 
enclosure continues as this land, our land, is threatened with 
destruction in the name of "infrastructure improvement'". 
Pollok Estate was returned to us In 1939 and now it is 
threatened by privatisation for a car owning elite. At the same 
time in reaction to resistance by many good people, Her 
Majesty's government seeks to enclose us even further. Not 
content with "owning" the land, private interests seek lo 
stymie our protests and ban our access to our ancestral 
lands. It is proposed that those who wish to touch the earth 
will be criminalised for wishing to see what is morally, but no 
longer legally, theirs. The same proposed legislation seeks 
to restrict even our mental and verbal freedom. We will be 
presumed guilty unless we speak in our own defence. When 
we do speak out against injustice we will then also be 
criminalised. 

Those that now use our ancestral lands threaten the exist- 
ence of all life even further by stripping it of its natural cover 
and mining its minerals for roadstone. They not only wish to 
take our land but our air and water too. All of these actions 
have been taken without consultation and imposed upon us. 
That all this has been imposed upon us, not through reason- 
able process of consultation but through a weighted process 
of "public enquiry" and "representative democracy" in which 
both local and national government, with unlimited access to 
taxpayers money, with unlimited powers to select judge and 
jury and unlimited authority to determine the terms of refer- 
ence, bears no resemblance to what we consider democ- 
racy. Democracy - the will of the people - has not been used. 
We are ruled by faceless people far from where we live. 

We therefore and more generally maintain: That the 
threat to our environment and liberty by this road and 
legislation is incompatible with sustainable environmental 
use and any notion of democracy. This "infrastructural im- 
provement" will generate yet moreof the traffic it is ostensibly 
designed to alleviate. The implementation of the "criminal 
justice and public order act" does nothing to tackle the roots 
of Injustice but will compound them and create far more 
injustice and disorder than it will solve. 

Finally: We the inhabitants andcitizens of Pollok FreeState 
do solemnly publish and declare ourselves to be forthwith 
absolved of all allegiance to the British Crown and our 
territory to be a part of the Confederation of Independent 
Free areas, henceforth to be known as Pollok Free State. We 
call on all people who share these beliefs, ideals and 
aspirations to come the defence of this new domain. With a 
firm reliance on the protection ol the international community 
we mutually pledge to each other our lives our fortunes and 
our honour. We fight not for glory, nor riches, nor honours but 
for freedom alone. 

Signed: 
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A MESSAGE FROM LOCAL MEMBERS 
OF PARLIAMENT 

"The Ayr Road Route has proved to be one of the most controversial road schemes in 
Scotland for many years. 

Its effect on Pollok Estate and neighbouring communities is making it the focus for a 
growing number of people's concern about the environment in the west of Scotland. 
Since the Ayr Road Route was first suggested there has been a growing recognition 
that we can no longer deal with our traffic problems by providing more roads. 
Government policy now no longer advocates building high-capacity radial routes into 
congested urban areas. Labour's new environmental programme, 'In Trust for 
Tomorrow', endorses the view that building new roads creates new traffic. 
The present study shows that that an alternative transport strategy serving the 
Glasgow- Ayrshire corridor would spread benefits throughout the area - without 
incurring environmental damage, in particular, in areas which already suffer multiple 
deprivation. 

As Members of Parliament, we call on Strathclyde Regional Council and the Scottish 
Office to look again at the M77 Ayr Road Route, and to consider in detail the 
sustainable alternative outlined in the following study." 



Jimmy Dunnachie. MP Glasgow Pollok. 
Mike Watson, MP Glasgow Central. 
Ian Davidson, MP Glasgow Govan. 
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The reasons for the poor level of service from Glasgow to Kilmarnock are largely 
historical. Despite being listed for closure in the 1963 Beeching Report, the line was 
reprieved, but local train services were withdrawn and the line reduced from double 
to single track over the 16 miles between Barrhead and Kilmarnock. 
A skeleton service was then maintained between Glasgow and Kilmarnock, and 
although the introduction of hourly diesel trains by Strathclyde PTE in 1986 led to a 
big increase in passengers, the constrained single-track capacity prevents the service 
being improved to the level that other large towns in Strathclyde enjoy. The 
Kilmarnock line is the only one of six inter-regional through routes radiating 
from Glasgow which does not have double-track capacity. 
Over and above the problems of infrequent trains and artificially limited route 
capacity. Kilmarnock has a poor-quality station with very limited facilities for 
park-and-ride and inadequate disabled access. Construction of the Ayr Road 
Route would put rail at an even greater disadvantage, abstracting passengers to bus 
services and the private car, and increasing the subsidy required to maintain even a 
rudimentary rail service. 

Ayr 

With Iwo fast electric trains an hour to Glasgow, Ayr enjoys a much better train 
service than Kilmarnock - and this is reflected in the fact that nearly four times as 
many people use the Ayr service every day. However, rail's attraction for park-and- 
ride travel is being undermined by local road congestion . The continuing lack of a 
rail service from south Ayr, Alloway and Wonderwcst World at Heads of Ayr 
gives road transport a growing advantage over the supported 'Ayr-line' services. 



Rail services from Ayr to Carlisle and Newcastle follow a circuitous route, travelling 
15 miles north to Kilmarnock before turning south. Ayr's train service to the south 
is at least 20 minutes slower than it could be if the current freight-only line 
through Annbank to Mauchline were used. 

Ayr-Carlisle trains use the Barassie- Kilmarnock line, which suffers from many speed 
restrictions. With just 2 trains a day, rail cannot hope to compete in the busy market 
for day return travel from Kilmarnock to Ayr and, increasingly, airport passengers 
and staff to the new Presiwick International Airport station. 

Freight on rail 

Although rail freight in Ayrshire continues to move large quantities of coal, china 
clay, petroleum and chemicals, and some whisky, it has suffered generally from a 
nationwide decline which has been accelerated by Government policies favouring 
road haulage. Of particular concern is the Caledonian Paper Mill at Irvine, designed 
to be a major rail user for inward timber and outward product, but now handles just 
one commodity - china clay - by rail. 

Ayrshire has no rail container terminal to link it with the Channel Tunnel, yet its big 
manufacturers - notably paper and whisky - generate thousands of lorryloads 
annually which could be moving on fast intermodal trains direct to the south. 

The Glasgow conurbation 

Despite past improvements, local trains in the south west of the Glasgow conurbation 
(from Barrhead, East Kilbride and Neilston) operate only to a half-hourly frequency, 
which for short journeys to the city centre is not often enough to secure a significant 
shift of business away from the private car. For cross-city journeys from the south 
west suburbs, rail is severely disadvantaged by the lack of direct rail links to north 
and west Glasgow. 

The A77 carries extra traffic diverted to the road from inadequate local and 

regional rail services. 
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THE ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORT 
STRATEGY 

The Alternative Strategy seeks to learn the lessons of recent years, while satisfying 
the Region's policy objectives - which are reflected in the following principles: 

• creating a high-quality transport system 

• making the most effective and efficient use of resources provided or supported 
by the Region 

• improving the quality and safety of the local environment 

■ minimising energy consumption and pollution by promoting a more sustainable 
approach to land-use and transportation planning 

• upgrading living conditions in areas of multiple deprivation 

• expanding sustainable job opportunities 

• promoting efficient and environmentally-sensitive movement of goods 

The Alternative Strategy is designed to meet the needs of all sections of society - car 
owners and non car owners - plus the commercial requirements of business and 
industry. It is designed to improve accessibility both to and through Ayrshire and 
Glasgow. Above all, it is intended to demonstrate the potential for a safe and 
sustainable transport policy at no extra cost to the taxpayer. 
''A sustainable transport policy needs to marry the personal freedom and 
economic efficiency that good quality transport opportunities can bring with 
the protection of human health and the environment-Underlying Labour's 
transport policy will be the recognition that current trends cannot continue 
without unacceptable damage to the environment." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow', Report of the Labour Party Policy 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 



1. Shelving of the Ayr Road Route project 

Shelving of the Ayr Road Route project is the crucial first step towards creating a 
safe and sustainable transport strategy for the Giasgow-Kilmarnoek-Ayr corridor. A 
decision to proceed with awarding construction contracts would set back the prospect 
of a sane transport system by many years, perhaps even decades. 

2. New roadbuilding priorities 

The biggest demand for road improvements to the immediate south west of Glasgow 
has come from Eaglesham, yet the Regional Council is about to begin construction of 
the wrong road in the wrong place. The Ayr Road Route would channel through 
traffic needlessly into the centre of Glasgow. Given that more than a third of the 
forecast trips along the new road would involve journeys starting and finishing 
outside Glasgow District, an upgraded B764 and associated Eaglesham bypass 
would take much through traffic in the direction it wants to go - towards the east 
side of Glasgow, the M74 and East Central Scotland. 

For environmental and transport reasons, an alternative road strategy should be 
urgently examined, based on: 

• early construction of the Eaglesham bypass through to a junction with the dual - 
carriageway A726 near East Kilbride 

• upgrading of the remaining B764 Eaglesham Moor Road, west of the 
Eaglesham bypass to the A77 junction 

"For all their rhetoric about bypasses, the Conservatives arc not actually 
building very many. Lahour will give priority to genuine bypasses...The 
principle should be that a bypass redirects traffic rather than generating 
new traffic." 

'In Trust for Tomorrow', Report of the Labour Party Polity 
Commission on the Environment. May 1994. 
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Pollok Free Stale is 
situated within the 
greater Pollok Estate in 
the south side of Glas- 
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Glasgow its within easy 
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and use this map. 

By Bus: 21,23,48 
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THE AYR ROAD ROUTE: SUMMARY OF A 

SANE AND SUSTAINABLE ALTERNATIVE 

/ 

To meet the changed circumstances of the 1990s, to satisfy Labour's new national 
criteria for road projects, and to fulfil the objectives of the Region's policies on 
transport, health, community empowerment, and regeneration of areas of deprivation, 
a new transport strategy is needed for the Glasgow-Kilmarnock- Ayr corridor. This 
report seeks to demonstrate the potential - at no greater capital cost - for a balanced 
alternative to the Ayr Road Route, based on: 

1 . construction of an Eaglesham bypass and associated upgrading of the B764 
Eaglesham Moor Road, providing a strategic link for through traffic from 
Ayrshire to Lanarkshire, the M74 and eastern M8 - avoiding the Kingston Bridge 
bottleneck; 

2. greater priority within the roads programme for high-quality maintenance of 
the existing road network; 

3. a comprehensive package of traffic calming and bus priority measures, 
improving road safety and environmental conditions in Eastwood and Glasgow's 
south-west suburbs; 

4. a major programme of passenger rail improvements, including redoubling of 
the single-track Kilmarnock-Barrhead (Glasgow) line, modernisation of 
Kilmarnock station, and extension of the electrified Glasgow-Ayr railway to 
Wonderwest World at Heads of Ayr; 

5. investment in a new intermodal rail freight terminal linking the Ayr / 
Prestwick Airport / Kilmarnock axis to the Channel Tunnel. 
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MYTH AND REALITY - WHAT ARE THE 
BENEFITS OF THE AYR ROAD ROUTE ? 

The Ayr Road Route has its origins in the 1 960s enthusiasm for urban motorway 
building, a concept now largely discredited in Western Europe and even the USA. At 
the 1988 Public Inquiry, the Region's Roads Department advanced a variety of 
justifications for the new road: 

Assisting economic development ? 

The Regional Council has placed great emphasis on the development value of the 
Ayr Road Route as the strategic link, between Central Scotland and Ayrshire. 
Fact: Building new roads is a temporary and extremely inefficient way of 
boosting employment. In contrast to the "boom and bust' pattern of roadbuilding 
contracts, often using non-local labour, labour-intensive maintenance of the 
existing road network - neglected in recent years - provides permanent local 
employment. 

Fact: Transport costs amount to only around 2% of companies' sales revenue, 
and are largely 'terminal' costs such as parking, loading and unloading - which 
are unaffected by trunk road building. 

Fact: "...improvements to the trunk road network can only have a limited effect 
on industrial location and growth. ..the theoretical argument for believing that in 
general, trunk road construction will benefit depressed areas relative to affluent 
areas is unconvincing." - the verdict of the Leitch Committee in 1978, the last 
major report by Government on the economic impact of new roads. 
Fact: Stralhclyde has an employment stake in rail-based infrastructure 
improvement - railway supply industries are located in Kilmarnock (rolling 
stock), Shotts Idiesel engines) and Wishaw (concrete sleepers). 
" A new road link can suck economic activity out of a region as easily as it 
can bring activity and prosperity in. Moreover, it may often be possible to 
achieve the same regional policy goals through rail infrastructure 
investment, at far lower environmental cost" 



'In Trust for Tomoi 



', Report of the Labour Party Policy 
lion on the Environment. May 1994. 



"ESTT" 



5. Boosting the passenger rail network 

A new rail investment programme would attract more custom to the Slralhclyde- 
supported rail network, and - in conjunction with the comprehensive traffic calming 
programmes outlined above - would help to stem the growth in Ayrshire-Glasgow 
road traffic which has created pressure for the Ayr Road Route. 
The top priority should be to tackle Kilmarnock's unenviable status as the 
worst-serviced large town in the Strathclyde rail network. Experience elsewhere 
demonstrates that improved rail links can play an important role in the economic 
development of depressed areas - the re-opened Bathgate line transformed access to 
the West Lothian town, while increased track capacity and extra trains between 
Glasgow and East Kilbride brought a 100% increase in passengers in just 4 years. 
The rail action plan for Kilmarnock should comprise: 

• redoubling of the Kilmarnock- Barrhead (Glasgow) single-track line 

• purchase of 2 x 2-car Class 1 57 Super Sprinter trains to permit introduction of a 
half-hourly service frequency between Kilmarnock and Glasgow 

• upgrading of the Kilmamock-Barassie (Ayr) line to 75 inph top speed capability 
■ extending one express train an hour from Glasgow to Kilmarnock through to 
Ayr. calling at Prestwick International Airport station 

• modernisation of Kilmarnock station incorporating full park-and-ride facilities 
and disabled access 

Local road congestion is increasing the difficulty of park-and-ride access from the 
southern suburbs of Ayr to Ayr station itself. Also. Ayr passengers heading for 
Carlisle and the south have a relatively slow train service. Rail improvements for 
Ayr should focus on two infrastructure projects which would help to attract traffic 
away from the A77 and A70: 

• reinstatement and electrification of the branch line from Ayr to Alloway and 
Wonderwest World at Heads of Ayr - with extension of Glasgow-Ayr trains 
through to the new southern terminus 

• relaying of a chord line north of Ayr station and track upgrading to enable 
Stranraer/Ayr - Carlisle trains to switch from the present circuitous route through 
Kilmarnock to the 20-minutc faster (currently freight-only) line through 
Annbank to Mauchline 

While the Regional Council's new Glasgow Crossrail scheme will open up the 
prospect of through trains from Ayr and Kilmarnock to Falkirk and Edinburgh. 
current plans for Crossrail need to be improved by bringing the project forward 
and incorporating a new interchange station at Glasgow Cross which would enable 
Ayrshire passengers to make easy connections with Argyle Line services for 
Hamilton, Motherwell and Lanark. Local train services should be increased to an 
attractive 15-minute frequency on key routes. 



6. Linking Ayrshire to the Channel Tlmnel 

Central Ayrshire is too far away from the Mossend Euro Terminal - 35 miles in the 
wrong direction - to be able to derive the full benefits of fast container trains through 
the Channel Tunnel to mainland European markets. However, the potential exists to 
establish a new intermodai rail freight terminal to serve Ayrshire industry - with the 
added prospect of cargo input from Prestwick Airport. 

Such a terminal - incorporating a road-rail container transfer crane and rail-linked 
warehousing and distribution facilities - could also benefit from the mooted 
development of 'piggyback' train services (lorries carried on specialised rail wagons) 
from Stranraer through Ayr to south east England and the Tunnel. New Government 
grants are available to help fund such a terminal and its train services, in recognition 
of the big environmental benefits of rail over road haulage. 
"A Labour government will seek to double the amount of freight carried by 
rail within the course of one Parliament; a doubling of rail capacity on long- 
distance bulk haulage would reduce long-haul HGV traffic by almost half." 

7)7 Trust for Tomorrow', Repori of the Labour Parly Polity 
Commission on the Environment, May 1994. 
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Reducing congestion? 

Much of the attraction of the Ayr Road Route (o people living along the current A77 
lies in its claimed ability to relieve local road congestion in the residential and 
shopping areas of Giffnock, Thornliebank and Newton Mcarns. 
Fact: Evidence from throughout Britain has demonstrated that new roads bring 
only temporary relief from congestion. Such is the latent demand for car travel - 
traffic expands to fill the road space available - that the existing A77 would in 
practice fill tip again. 

Fact: Temporary relief for Newton Mearns and other Eastwood suburbs would 
be bought at the expense of increased traffic through the disadvantaged 
communities of Arden, Darnley and Nitshill, through which traffic would be 
attracted to get on the new road. 

Fact: The Roads Department failed to consider the phenomena of increased trip 
length (longer journeys) and extra trips (new journeys) stimulated hy the 
provision of the new road. 

Fact: The traffic growth encouraged by the Ayr Road Route would lead to 
further congestion at the Kingston Bridge bottleneck. Time savings would 
quickly be lost in additional delays at the bridge, and no firm plans for coping 
with the extra traffic have been made public. 

"The proposal is unsatisfactory in that it will cause unacceptable increases 
in traffic on local roads which already carry high volumes of traffic in high 
density residential areas." 

Glasgow District Council, refusal of planning permission to 
Strathclyde Regional Council for the Ayr Road Route, 1987. 

"...it is clear that if the Ayr Road Route is implemented as proposed the 
existing problem of traffic congestion on the M8 motorway will worsen to an 
unacceptable level." 

I- E Noble. BSc. CE/ift, MICE, MIMtmE, MIHT, for Glasgow 
District Council, at the Ayr Roud Route Inquiry, 198$, 



Improving the public transport system? 

By reducing through traffic on the existing All through Eastwood and providing a 
fast corridor for express buses along the Ayr Road Route, it was hoped to improve 
the reliability of local and longer distance bus services. 
Fact: Comprehensive bus priority measures could be introduced on the All 
through Eastwood and Glasgow's south-west suburbs without building the Ayr 
Road Route. 

Fact: Any time advantage for privately-owned express bus services (and private 
cars) along the Ayr Road Route would undermine the economics of Slrathelyde- 
supported rail services to Neilslon. Ayr and Kilmarnock. The road would thus 
increase demands on Strathclyde PTE's limited budget. 

Fact: The Region's Transportation Policies and Programmes for 1982-87 noted 
that "These (limited-stop bus) services would however have a bearing on the case 
for continuation of revenue support for rail services in the corridor." Without 
revenue support, the threat of rail closures becomes apparent. 
Fact: The new A737 Johnstone bypass has caused a decline in custom on the 
parallel Strathclyde-supported rail service from Glasgow to Largs. 
"It is absolutely imperative that criteria for assessing road and rail 
investment are put on the same level playing Held and that in both cases 
wider social, economic and environmental effects of an investment which is 
financed from public funds are taken into account." 



David Begg, Napier Univt 
Scotland into the 21st cen 
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COMPARING THE COST 



The Ayr Road Route 

Construction of 7 miles 
of dual carriageway 



The Alternative* 



Eagle sham bypass and 

upgraded B764 

Traffic calming up to 20 miles of 

roads in Eastwood 

and south west Glasgow 

Double- tracking the 
Kilmarnock-Barrhead railway 
Modernisation of the 
station at Kilmarnock 
Purchase of 2 x 2-car 
Class 157 diesel trains 
Upgrading the Kilmarnock 
-Barassie (Ayr) line to 75mph 
Relaying and electrification 
of the Ayr-Heads of Ayr line 

Upgrading the Ayr-Annbank- 
Mauchline line to passenger 
standards 

Investment grant for new 
intermodal rail freight 
terminal in Ayrshire 
TOTAL COST 
(* indicative costs) 



The capital cost of an Alternative Transport Strategy embracing Ayr, 
Kilmarnock, Eastwood and Glasgow would be no more than that of the 7- 
mile Ayr Road Route - at a fraction of the environmental price. 






CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS 

This report has demonstrated that: 

■ there are plenty of practical alternatives to the dated and damaging Ayr Road 
Route plan 

• these alternatives were not properly evaluated before or during the 1988 Public 
Inquiry 

• evidence of additional traffic, increased congestion and accidents which would 
be generated by the new road, have not been adequately considered 

The £51 million Ayr Road Route has its origins in a hygone era, in that: 

• it would be incapable of meeting the transport challenges of the 21sl century 

• it contradicts Labour's new national policy on roadbuilding 

■ it would seriously undermine efforts to maintain and upgrade rail services 
which are financially supported by Strathclyde Region 

Based on all the new evidence which has come to light since 1988, it is time for 
the Region and the Scottish Office to recognise that their project has not been 
measured against the new transport and environmental needs of Ayrshire and 
Glasgow. They should therefore: 

1. not proceed with letting construction contracts for the Ayr Road Route; 

2. commence an immediate action programme for traffic calming and public 
transport improvements: 

3. commission full economic and environmental appraisals (including assessment 
of traffic generation) which compare the benefits and costs of: 

(a) the Ayr Road Route as presently proposed, and 

(b) a package of rail service improvements, traffic calming, and an upgraded 
road link from the A77 to the A726, bypassing Eaglesham. 

4. Thereafter they should proceed with detailed feasibility studies and area action 
plans designed to improve transport and the environment in Ayrshire, Eastwood 
and south west Glasgow - to meet present day needs without prejudicing the 
interests of future generations. 
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Let Glasgow Flourish by 

Resisting the 
Roads carve up 
of Pollok Estate 



After ye ars of legal wrangles, Stratii- 
cl yde Regional Council and the Tory 
Scottish Office have given the 
'green light' to build a motorway 
extension to the M77(hrough Pollok 

Residents in Corkerhill, Priesthill and 
Damley face having [his 'roads mon- 
ster' at their bacfc-garden. Haggs Castle 
Golf Course stand to profit but the right 
of -access to the "green and pleasant 
land" of Pollok estate will be disrupted 
-all forttieconvenienceofspeeduigup 
traffic for the middle class commuters 
of Newton Meams ! 

Up a Tree 

Although objectors such as Glasgow 
forPeople placed theirfaith in persuad- 
ing the Council and Scottish Office that 
the extension was unnecessary, others 
prepared for direct action. Inspired by 
"["who stayed up 
:x of 1993/4, encour- 



aged by the growing involvement of 
local people in nearby Pollok, 
Camwardic and Nitshill, and the co- 
operation of Corkerhill Community 
Council, a campaign has been set up to 
stop the road by any means necessary. 

Bypass Politicians 
Already massive destruction has taken 
place near 
Corkerhill 
old 




work. Local 
opinion has 
been s wept aside , Politicians have faded . 
Now the preparation of the route for 
motorway construction is to start - only 
direct acdon and public outcfy can halt 

Already people from Glasgow and 



wider afield have been heantned 
by the setting up of a Camp at the 
woods in Cowglen . This beau t iful 
site is on the devastation route. 
Successful gatherings have al- 
ready been held ai the site and 
wellwishers. such as the Glasgow 
Anarchist Group, have donated 
food to keep the Camp going. The 
involvement of Glasgow Eanh 
First, buoyed by the resistance 
downsouthatTw yford Down and 
Wanstead on the Mil route in 
East London . has s trengthened the 
movement to lake direct action. 

Against the State 

Such resistance will be faced with the 
new Criminal Justice Act and the 
collaboration of Strathclyde's Labour 
Council in using "Police State" laws 
againsi a community determined to 
oppose. This opposition stems from a 
belief that the extension of motorways, 
private transport and the car is central 
to the development of capitalism. As 
libertarian revolutionaries, we are 
mindful that Pollok Estate isn't only 
about conserving a few rrecs.orarightof 
way, important as this is. Hailing the 
motorway extension will send a 
clear signal that a community of 
resistance is being created, including 
working class people prepared to 
defy the draconian laws, and not 
prepared to allow any more 
destructioninthenam ' 
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a review/ magazine. Send £1 for 
No.1 which includes articles on the 
Cameras in Glasgow, BabyTagging, 
A Dublin anarchist group on the IHA 
Cease-Fir a, Lessons of the Timex 
Dispute, Defending The Centre, 
Hushing out the Scottish Financial 
Mafia, the Criminal Justice Act, 7 he 
relevance of the Spanish Revolu- 
tion (Part 1), anarchist history in 
Scotland, Reviews plus carioo; : >. ! . 



uudnaries in Scotland Our immediate 
goat is to assist The Centre in Edinburgh 
{tee ovenpags) to repel the attempt by 
- e Labour Council, using Sheriff Oific- 

» (o close a u n iq u e centra ol resistance 

Scotland. 

Ife have contacts in Edinburgh, Falkirk 
Inverclyde, Dundee, Aberdeen, 
Worn ens anarchist group 
and Ihs Glasgow Anarchist group. We 



Bland lor the creation of a classless soci- 
ety by overthrowing capitalism on a world 
scale. This con only be achieved by a 
social revolution. We live the social revo- 
i today by carrying "a new world in 
our hearts" and seeking to further resist- 
ance without reliance on leaders or out- 
side Parties. We oppose the State on all 



n amongst 



intolerance, war and 
working class people 
If you agree with us want Stickers ( send 
SAE * No.1 ot 3A newaheel) contact POB 
100B (Nal See Sf A), Glasgow G42 BAA. 







Many existing roads will be relieved of heavy congestion 
providing enhanced conditions for residents, pedestrians 
and bus users. 

Removal of traffic will allow road safety improvements to be 
carried out. 



Environmental benefits include: ?.v ; 

Reduced Air and Noise Pollution within jj§ 
traffic relieved areas ."; 

improved pedestrian and cycle links 
throughout the area 



. .: . 



Footways and Cycleways 

4.5 Kilometres ol new footpath / cycleway; 
on both sides of Ayr Road Route between 
Nitshill Road and Kennishead Road and, 
linking Pollok Country Park to Corkerhill 
Community and Corkerhill Road 

2 New footbridges; 
linking Darnley and Arden and, 
Corkerhill and White Cart walkway 

1 New pedestrian underbridge; 
at South Pollok Recreation Ground 

Recreational Areas 

Safe new childrens play area at Corkerhill 
with provision of play equipment and an all 
weather recreational facility 

Funding of new all weather pitches at South 
Pollok Recreation Ground to replace the 
existing pitches presently subject to flooding 



Play Area and All Weather Facility at Corkerhill £336,000 

All Weather Pitches at South Pollok Recreation Ground ; £525,000 

These facilities have been designed in consultation with: 

Corkerhill Community Council 
Eastwood Distrlcl Council 
Glasgow District Council 
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DON'T LET WIMPEY TAKE 
OUR BREATH AWAY ! 
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M77 ? 
NEVER ! 

POLLOK ESTATE WILL BE DEFENDED 
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The PEdflEi' ffEE Uhl 

The decision to build a 
Motorway through Poildk estate in 
Glasgow ha: brought into Sharp 

fdCUS ISSUEi Which affect IhE Hhole 

of Scotland, cfeh in such a densely 
populatsd area, local people have 
littlE control over how the land arid 
the eniMrorment is used or abused, 
and little sa;j over how their 
cdNMunitier develop. The parallels 
with the debate j^er land use and 
land ownership in the Highlands are 
Striking Juii ai Highland estates 
are often Managed for the benefit of 
a feM outsiders rather than for the 
local cOHMunit^, so Pdllofc Estate 
could be Sacrificed for the benefit 
of car-owners frOM outside Glasgow, 
Proposed take-overs of estates M 
crofters, as happened in North 
^is^nt, have Shonn that it is 
possible to challenge this injustice 
in rural areas. Mom it is tine far 
peddle power to rise in the cities. 

The disaster that is the M77 
does not auo,ur well for the areas of 
Glasgow in its path. Far frJM 
alleviating economic problens. the 
Motorway will Make then Horse. It 
is a blight on the ability of local 
people to shape their own future. 
Poildk Free university - a proposed 
coHHunit)) college offering training 
in living skills, crafts, 

environMentai and land issues - is 
an atteupt to turn the tide. Goir^ 
beyond the caHpaid,n of resistance 
td the Motorway, it Hill foster skills 
and hope in the coHMunit^ and 
assert the ri^ht of local people to 
control their land and their future, 



The caMpai^n against the M77 
has inspired thousands of people 
and shown that people in Scotland 
Mill not take abuse of their 
Environment l^ino, down. It has also 
shown what can be down to 
construct an alternative. Pdllofc 
Free University aiMS to build on 
this strength to create a pernanent 
asset to the coHMuntt^ - an 
educational resource which is 
innovative, practical and accessible 
to local people. We hope this can 
be a Model for conMunit;> 
EMpowerMEht and environMentai 
Education throuo,hdut urban 

Scotland - and are appealing to 
people involved in education, the 
arts, cOMNUnit^ projects and 
eniMronMGntal work throughout 
Scotland for support. If yau would 
like to be involved in Making this 
happen, please contact us for 
further details. 
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Glasgow Earth First! 
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Instead of 

THE AYR 
ROAD ROUTE 



An Alternative Transport Strategy 

for the Glasgow-Kilmarnock-Ayr corridor 




Glasgow for People 

with support from 



/£• WWFUK 



(World Wide Fund for Nature) 
Friends of the Earth Scotland 
(£££) Scottish Wildlife Trust 
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Motorway versus Democracy 
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Enhancing the environment ? 

By removing traffic from residential and shopping streets, it was hoped that the Ayr 
Road Route would secure a net improvement in environmental conditions. 
Fact: The Ayr Road Route would secure environmental improvements in 
generally affluent areas at the expense of further environmental degradation in 
areas which are already disadvantaged. 

Fact: The new road would concrete over more than 95,000 square yards of open 
space and parkland in Pollok Estate, breaching an important wildlife corridor in a 
green belt recognised by Glasgow District Council as an important 'Site of 
Interest to Nature Conservation'. 

Fact: The Public Inquiry was not presented with a full environmental assessment 
as now required by die European Union. 

Fact: The Roads Department's environmental report on the Ayr Road Route 
failed to examine directly the impact of nitrogen oxides (which increase the risk 
of bronchitis and pneumonia), ground level ozone (which aggravates asthma and 
bronchitis, and can damage lung tissue), and carbon dioxide (the main 
greenhouse gas). 

Fact: Since the Public inquiry new evidence has come to light on the health 
dangers of benzene in unleaded petrol and fine particulates from vehicle 
exhausts (creating respiratory and cancer risks). 

" Corkcrhill has a high unemployment rate, poor housing with associated 
illnesses, and few community facilities. Its environment would he 
substantially worsened by the Ayr Road/' 

Brian K Puniell, Reporter to Ayr Road Route Inquiry-. 1988. 
"Strathclydc has established an environmental charter in order to improve 
local environments and to protect valuable resources such as the green belt." 

Strtahdyde Labour Manifesto. 1994. 



NEGLECTED ALTERNATIVES 

The biggest failing of the Ayr Road Route project is that alternative ways of 
achieving transport, economic and environmental objectives for the Glasgow- 
Ayrshire corridor have never been properly examined. 

Rail upgrading 

The Roads Department's evaluation of the project made no attempt to quantify the 
costs and benefits of a rail-based transport package and compare this with the Ayr 
Road Route on a value-for-money basis. As will be seen, there is enormous scope 
to improve parallel rail services and create a high-quality alternative to the Ayr 
Road Route. 

The Eaglesham bypass 

At the 1988 Public Inquiry the Roads Department rejected alternative road strategies 
- such as an Eaglesham bypass or a link road around south west Glasgow - on the 
basis that these were outside the scope of the Enquiry and would require a major 
change to the Structure Plan. 

This was a serious failure, since the Region's own figures show that one third of the 
traffic volume on the A77 north of Fenwick diverts on to the B764 Eaglesham Moor 
Road, despite its unsuitability for heavy traffic. The reason is simple - many cars, 
coaches and lorries are heading for Lanarkshire and the M74 connection to the south, 
and the B764 takes them in the right direction. By contrast, the Ayr Road Route will 
take much through traffic in the wrong direction - into Glasgow and the lengthening 
bottleneck on the MS approaches to the Kingston Bridge. 
AH traffic on the B764 passes through the centre of Eaglesham, causing serious 
safety and environmental problems in a designated conservation area, identified in 
the Regional Structure Plan as an urban centre with priority for traffic relief. An 
Eaglesham bypass linked to the dual -carriage way A726 near East Kilbride could be a 
key strategic link between Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, as well as bringing much 
needed relief to the village itself. Despite this, and despite the strong local demand 
for removal of heavy through traffic, the long-mooted Eaglesham bypass has once 
again been deferred and is not part of the Region's current Transport Policies and 
Programmes. 
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Saving time for road users? 

The method used to evaluate die likely costs and benefits of new roads concentrates 
on lime savings tor motorists - il puts a price on the number of minutes to be saved 
by each motorist over a 30 year period, adds up all the predicted millions of minutes, 
and then compares the total benefits (time savings plus reduced transport costs plus 
lower accident costs) with the construction cost of the road. The value of these 
quantified time savings represented 79% of the total quantified benefit of the Ayr 
Road Route as estimated by the Region's Roads Department. 
Fact: The Ayr Road Route would save motorists and road hauliers as little as 7 
minutes on the journey between Ayrshire and central Glasgow in off-peak hours. 
For lorry transits to the Mossend Euro Terminal, the journey via the Ayr Road 
Route and the congested Kingston Bridge would actually be 5 miles longer than 
by the Eaglesham Moor Road. 

Fact: Road evaluation techniques have been heavily eriiicised for their emphasis 
on time saving for motorists, at the expense of noise, air pollution and visual 
intrusion for others. 

Fact: A 1993 study for the GMB trade union found that 4!% of households in 
Kilmarnock & Loudoun District did not have access to a car - in Glasgow 
District the figure was 65%'. In Arden, Corkerhill. Damley and Nitshill - the 
areas where the Ayr Road Route will have (he worst impact - an even higher 
proportion of households do not have cars, and therefore will get no 
compensating benefit from the new road. 

"Very few people in Darnley can afford to run a car... It seems quite unfair 
that in order to relieve the problems of motorists, non-motorists should be 
penalised. ..If the Ayr Road conies it will be another example of bureaucracy 
ignoring the wishes of the people. This is at the root of Scotland's problems 
in the peripheral estates. If the Ayr Road goes through it will increase illness 
and bring the death of hope/' 

Dr Sonju M Hunt, BSc Hon. MSt:, PhD. FBPS. FRSH, 

Research Fellow Edinburgh Universit) Research Unit in 

Health and Behavioural Change, Ayr Road Route Inquiry. 19X8. 



Cutting road accidents? 

In addition to time savings,, the other main element of scheme evaluation attempts to 
measure the reduction of accidents consequent upon shifting traffic away from 
residential streets to relatively safer dual carriageway or motorway. 
Fact: The evaluation method used for the Ayr Road Route proposal took no 
account of the additional city-wide traffic - and hence road accidents - which 
would be generated by the new road. 

Fact: No comparison was made with alternative means of cutting accidents, such 
as traffic calming or installation of speed cameras - both of which have been 
introduced successfully in Strathclyde since 1988. 

Fact: The 20% reduction in accidents originally forecast to result from the Ayr 
Road Route (cost £5 1 million) contrasts with typical casualty reduction rates of 
40-80% as a result of major traffic calming initiatives (cost £500,000 or less per 
scheme) or speed camera installation (cost £150,000 or less per scheme). 
"The current emphasis on time saving means that the benefits from 
investment in new trunk roads are exaggerated compared with investment 
in local bypasses and traffic management schemes designed to improve 
environmental quality and reduce accidents." 

David Begg, Napier University transport economist. 
Moving Scotland into the 21st century'. John Wheatley Centre, 1992- 
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A ROUTE FOR NEW INDUSTRY ? 

Q. Hasn't the building of the national motorway network over the last 30 
years had an enormous impact on the pattern of industrial development ? 



A. The main effect has been to concentrate manufacturing and distribution into 
fewer and larger units. As the area served from any one point has increased, the 
number of factories and warehouses has decreased. In essence, small factories 
have been replaced by large lorries. As the Labour Party Policy Commission on 
the Environment noted earlier this year, "a new road link can suck economic 
activity out of a region as easily as it can bring activity and prosperity in." 

Q. But look at all the new manufacturing and distribution firms along the 
M74 and M8 motorways in Lanarkshire - weren't they attracted by good 
road transport links ? 

A. Studies have shown that relocation of industry facilitated by transport 
improvements tends to shift industry around within a region. In other words, there 
is no net benefit to the region as a whole, but areas close to better transport links 
may benefit disproportionately if other more important industrial location factors 
can also be satisfied at these sites - so job gains for Bellshill and Newhouse may 
simply be job losses from inner-city Glasgow. 

In practice, factors other than transport are much more influential in attracting 
new firms. Government grants, low-priced land, skilled labour, good schools, 
shopping and leisure facilities, low crime levels and an attractive environment - 
access to all these is crucial, and varies enormously from one potential location to 
another. 

The absence of the M77 has not been a barrier to attracting modern industry - 
such as the Caledonian Paper Mill at Irvine - to Ayrshire. Authoritative studies, 
including a recent report for Greenpeace which analysed 34 towns and cities in 
England and Wales, have found no evidence of a positive relationship between road 
accessibility and economic performance. 



Q. So why do economic development agencies and local authorities still 
seem so keen on new roads ? 

A For the last forty years they have been on the receiving end of road lobby 
propaganda arguing the supposed economic case for new roads. Research papers 
which demonstrate the contrary don't get the same expensive promotion and 
publicity. 

Because Government transport and land use planning policies have given priority 
to roads for many years, it's understandable there should be a desire to be "on the 
motorway map". However, as road transport becomes more costly and less 
reliable because of traffic congestion and environmental legislation, industrialists 
and development agencies will increasingly want access to direct rail freight links 
to deep-sea ports and the Channel Tunnel. 



A ROUTE FOR EXPORTS ? 

Q. Won't the M77 make a significant difference to Ayrshire's big 
exporting industries ? 

A. For southbound lorries, the M77 would be a diversion in the wrong direction, 
and the time saving compared with the existing A77 would represent a tiny 
percentage of total journey time to England or the continent. Lorries heading for 
the Mossend Euro Terminal would have a 5-mile shorter journey using the 
proposed Eaglesham bypass, particularly important during peak hours when the 
journey via the M77 and the centre of Glasgow would be slow and unreliable. 

Ayrshire's big exporting industries - such as paper and whisky - are ideally suited 
to rail transport. They would benefit significantly from the establishment of a 
modern rail container terminal to serve the Kilmarnock / Prestwick Airport / 
Irvine axis. This terminal would provide fast and reliable rail links to deep-sea 
ports and the Channel Tunnel. Ayrshire is served by the Anglo- Scottish main line 
from Glasgow to Dumfries and Carlisle, plus the Stranraer feeder line for Northern 
Ireland - so it's well placed to get on the European rail freight map. 

A ROUTE TO NEW JOBS ? 

Q. Even if the M77 doesn't bring in new industries, surely it will create 
temporary construction jobs ? 

A Road construction generates the fewest jobs of any public infrastructure 

investment. Pound for pound there are other far more cost-effective ways of 
creating long-lasting local employment. A higher priority for road maintenance 
would create permanent jobs rooted in local communities. A change of policy to 
allow capital to be switched to revenue expenditure would attract popular support. 
Major rail investment would offer the prospect of an employment boost for supply 
industries located in Kilmarnock, Shotts and Wishaw, as well as new openings for 
tram drivers, conductors and maintenance staff in Glasgow and Ayrshire. 

A ROUTE TO CHEAPER PRICES ? 



Q. Won't the M77 cut transport costs for Ayrshire industries, and make 
them more competitive ? 

A. Only to a trivial extent. For most firms, transport costs are just 2^-5% of total 
costs, and many of these relate to waiting, loading, unloading and paperwork. So 
the impact of the M77 would represent a miniscule saving on existing transport 
arrangements - and it would generate further traffic growth, congesting local roads 
and slowing down commercial traffic. In the future, the biggest potential for 
transport cost savings lies in rail services which can take greater advantage of 
technological development for higher speed and even heavier train weights. 

so what is the alternative ? 
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But vicious folks aye hate to see, 

The works o' virtue thrive, man; 

The courtly vermin's banned the tree, 

And grat to see it thrive, man; 

King Loui' thought to cut it down, 

When it was unco sma', man; 

For this the watchman cracked his crown 

Cut aff his head and a' man. 

For freedom standing by a tree, 

Her sons did loudly ca' man; 

She sang a song o' liberty, 

Which pleased them ane and a', man 

By her inspired, the new born race 

She drew the avenging steel, man; 

The hirelings ran - her foes gied chase, 

And banged the despot eel, man. 

From "The Tree of Liberty", Robert Burns 
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to the Kingston Bridge 




Ayr Road Route 



NEWTON MEARNS 



ATT Ayr Road 

to Kilmarnock and Ayr 



"the said lands should remain forever as open spaces or woodland for the 
enhancement of the beauty of the neighbourhood and so far as possible for 
the benefit of the citizens of Glasgow." 

Pollok Estate Conservation Agreement. National Trust 
for Scotland ana" Sir John Stirling Maxwell, 1939. 



The Ayr Road Route The Alternative 



• exacerbate health problems in 
areas of multiple deprivation 

• funnel up to 53,000 vehicles a 
day towards the Kingston Bridge 

■ generate increased traffic 



destruction of amenity 

• facilitate ear commuting 

• destroy the tranquillity ol the 
western Pollok Estate 

■ damage valuable wildlife 
habitats 

• bulldoze a 77 foot wide swathe 
through south west Glasgow 

■ lead to more city-wide road 
accidents and air pollution 

• encourage sprawling 
out-of-town developments 

■ draw passengers away from 
subsidised rail services 

• give further advantages 
to motorists 

■ bring temporary traffic relief 
to Eastwood 



• channel through traffic away from 
Glasgow and its suburbs 

■ create space for essential vehicles 

• calm and control traffic impact 

• transform public transport 

• conserve vital open space 
and parkland 

biological diversity 



• stabilise and then reduce traffic 
levels in the city 

■ cut road accidents and 
toxic emissions 

■ protect existing shopping centres 
accessible to non car owners 

• increase use of the rail network 

• spread benefits to users of public 
transport, pedestrians & cyclists 

• ensure long-term traffic relief in 
Eastwood and south Glasgow 



